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THE RISING NATIONAL LIBERATION STRUGGLES
OF THE PEOPLES
IN A KEY AREA OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
Coming Events Cast Their Shadows!

All over the world there is a peoples' struggle for
national liberation. Colonielisn, neocolonielism, jimper-
ialism are facing defeat. In Asie the revolutionary
peoples in four countries = China, Outer wongolie, in
north Korea, in north Vietnam - have already ended the
old order of feudelism and colonialism end have establish-
ed the new, the socielist, order. The current struggle
of all the people of Vietnam, north and south, adds cecis=-
ive proof that successful revolution is the order of the
dey. The shadow of further defeat for the counter-revol-
utionary forces of the world deily grows lerger and darker.

One uajor section of this world-wide lengthening
shadow is the liberation struggles of the peoples of Burua,
Cambodis, India, Laos, Thalland end Vietnam. They are
leerning from their successful Asiean brothers the wey cut
of the oppressive, exploiting old order. These peoples
in a key area of Southeast Asia are sl ready merching on
the revolutionary path to the new order.

In every one of these six countries in Southeast Asia
Burme, Cambodis, India, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam there
ere revolutionary movements to liberate their peoples from

Liberation

People’s - the limitations end oppressions of the old society end
Government "":n":“" from exploitetion whether by colonialism, neocolonialism,
———— 3 s ] 2
AREAS or the collaboration of their native rulers with the alien
Liberation %i exploiters. These peoples want liberation from the old
AREAS . society, they want to be free of any imposition of Western

. patterns of society, they want to build their own new
societies; they want national liberatione.

Revolutionary o e o
OUTBREAKS °®°°

These revolutionary movements striggle against the
reactionary leaders and regimes of their countries. But
these regimes could not continue to exist were it not for
their dependence or the United States. The United States
is the major force against which the revoluticnaries
struggle - for the United States is the counter-revolut-
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jonary in todey's world; not one of these native resct-
jonary regimes would last were the United States to with-
iraw its supporte.

The United States is quite explicit ebout its role
as & counter-revolutionarys: "A top-secret directive
issued July 18th 1949 by Secretary of State Acheson stated,
in part,'It is a fundamentsl decision of American policy
that the United States does not intend to permit further
extension of Communist dominetion on the continent of Asia
or in the Southeast Asia area. Will you please draw up
for me possible programs of ection relating to various
specific ereas not now under Communist control in Asia
under which the United States will have the best chance of
achieving this purpose? These prograuns should contain
proposed courses of action, steps to be taken in imple=-
menting such programs, should estimaete the cost to the
United States and the extent to which the United States
forces would or would not be _uvolved!,*{Richard E Werd
csu* 3/23/63) The Christien Science Monitor goes on,
in a subsequent article, %o .ake quite explicit this
counter-revolutionery policy of the United Stetes: "Unit-
ed States' actions in Vietnam have been and remsin an
intrinsic part of a global counter-revolutionary progrem
whose tactics have remained the seme...The United States
wes determined to keep Indo=-China within the world capit-
alist arena,..The Chinese revolution shattered American
plans for establishing en investor's paradise in China..
and resulted in redoubled determinstion to keep the rest
of Asis within the orbit of the United States or its
imperiaelist partners. This motive, not any Chinese threat,
was behind the 'fundsmental decision' of July 1945."(CSm
Ward 3/30/68)

One of the tactics used by the spokesmen for United
States policy is to present these struggles ol the people
gs "insurgencies" - as mere insubordineation, mere revolt
azainst the dictatorial cliques that the United States
would like to present as "the legal suthorities”, trying
to hide the fact that it is revolution, peoples' struggle
to get a new society, that the United States is trying
to stops. So, watch out for the use of "insurgent®, of
"insurgencies" in the news reports in the American press.
Wnhat the United States is really up egainst is revolutioni

* CSM - Christian Science ugnitor

Some Southeast Asian hevolutionary Peoples

United States counter-revolution has already suffered
e sericus ideological setback in that the revolutionary
movements of the peoples of Indo=China (what was Cambodia,
Laos, Vietnar) Burma, India end Thailend ere learning from
China, Korea and now Vietnam the way out of the old order.
Their ideolcogical advence is the precursor tp eventuasl de-
feat of imperiaslism. They already have their own orgenizat-
ions, their own armed forces, their policies, progrems and
actions. The military and political defeat of the counter-
revolutionary policy and posture of the United States in
Southeast Asia is only a matter of time - and protracted
strugglel

Burma

For over twenty eight years there has been a Comnunist
Party in Burma; for nearly twenty of these years it has
been engaged in revolutionary civil war; by 1967 its guerr=-
illes were active in 67% of the country, in 3% of Burma's
50 courties. It has worked at consolidating its class basis
in the rural arees chiefly by relying on the poor peesarts
and farm leborers emd on this basis uniting with the middle
peasants - having l’earned the process of "protracted
struggle" from the Chinese experience. That civil war does
exlst in Burma is indicated in an article in Eastern World
a British busiress journal: Altogether 4147 multi-colored
insurgents surrendered during the last eleven uonths of
19€5, with 1672 pieces of firesrws and 34,400 rounds of
emmunitions"(Jen/Feb 1966). In addition, "There are three
ethnic groups that Lave been in more or less open revolt
against the Buruese (overrmment for the last two decedes.”
(NYT* 3/30/68) "There are the Kachins end Shans, non-
Burmese people, almost all of whom heve thrown up sows form
of insurgency against whatever authority happened to be in
Rengoon.™ (NYT 1/30/68) The Chicajo Deily News says that
these groups "have been alive for aany years, some of them
clear back to Buruma's independence in 1948."(5/18/68) A
third etknic group is the Kerens. "These three groups make
up 20 te 30 percent of Burma's population of twenty five
millions"(NYT 1/20/69)

*NYT - New York Times




One of the worries of the regime in Kangoon is the
fact that the leadership of the revolutionery peasents
and the revolutionary ethnic peoples - each of which has
been pursuing its independent opposition to Kgngoon - have
forwed an alliesnce. The Working Peoples Daily, Burma's
foremost newspaper, expresses its worry that "there ey
be some sort of headquarters giving, or trying to give,
a centralized command to lawless forces operating in the
Kachin and Shan states.® (NYT 3/20/68) The Chinese press
mentions "The National Democratic Front".(NCNA* 5/17/68)

Hunger is one of the causes of revolt. According to
Kengoon reports, 500 people, because of unbearable hunger,
"in an area which has produced surplus rice but where the
people were on the verge of starvation”" begen stealing
rice from government wills and craft in the port of Akyab.
Kangoon mobilized troops for the suppression of these peo-=
ple. "Col .eung Kyaw, vice~chairman of the Security Admin-
istrative Committee, disclosed at a press conference on
August 14th that 18 people were killed and 49 wounded by
the governument troops; he also disclosed that in two other
incidents people, led by the peoples' armed forces, had
seized 500 bags of rice in Kewa township in Pegu District,
as well as attacking a train loaded with rice in Faung
area of Prome Districto.™ (NCNA 8/17/67)

The revolutionaries do have their own sarmed forces,
with their "guerrillas active in uany of the administrat-
ive areas, such as Pegu, Irrawaddy, Tenasserim, Akyab and
Upper Burma", according to the Chinese press (5/17/68);
and this press goes on to quote from the Rangoon press =
"Armed forces of the different netionalities repeatedly
broke into towns and cities..attacking police stations
and depots; on warch 3rd 30 men of the armed forces of
the National Democratic Front raided Phato in Pegus
early on the morning of uarch 4th 200 men of the armed
forces of the Karen nationality took a police station in
Toungoo District in the Pegu aree; and on march 5th 30 men
of the Peoples Armed Forces assaulted a police post in a
rubber plentation and burned down & chemical fertilizer
depot and other buildings; in late march the Peoples Armed
Forces of the Comnunist Party of Burma raided s police
stastion in Prome District, capturing all the arms in the
station.” These people's armed forces have "nade attacks

*NCNA - New China News Agency

on the HKangoon-Prome railway; they have blown up aermoured
trains, capturing arms and suwwunition; they have burned
down bridges on the Pintebu-Benmauk highway in north Burma
and have set fire to a government ship in the Delta of
Pantanew." The listings of"attacks", "capturing arms end
ammini tion™,'™ambushing police units and troops", "raiding
towns"™, "burning governuent granaries" "executing react-
jonary police officers, local despots and other reaction-
aries" goes on end on - all giving evidence of organized
end growing revolutionary action in Burma.

Cambodie

Cembodia too has its rebellious people, in spite of
the usual picture of a people ruled by a geniel, popular,
accomplished Prince who takes a neutralist stand, at tiuwes
criticising Americen policy, and refusing to take an out-
and-out stend ageinst China.

The New York Times of wmgrch 24th 1968 reports that
the worry for Prince Sihanouk is "insurgency emong his
own people” - that ™after years of blaming South Vietnam
end the United States for harboring all sorts of aggress=-
ive designs on Cembodian territorjel integrity, the Head
of State now sees himself confronted with another danger
closer at home.” "Prince Sihanouk said today that a
Cambodien 'Vietminh' movement was trying to gain control
of areas in the country; he said the Cambodien 'Vietminh!
had recently forced irhebitents of several villages in the
northwestern province of Battembang to leave their homes and
and take to the forestsT(NYT 2/16/€8)

"The Communist-led rebellion in Cembodie is reported
to have increased in intensity and tc have spread to new
areas. In recent days Prince Norodom Sihanouk has stepped
up his public attacks against the rebels...According to
Vlestern analysts who follow Cambodien affeirs, the Govern=-
ment-controlled Cambodien press reports almost every day
of skirmishes, raids, bomb incidents, minings, and shoot-
ings in the western provinces along the border with Thail-
land, especially in the province of Bettambang. Exper-
ienced Western diplomatic observers estimate that a thous-




and or wore men may be involved in the rebellion, includ-
ing three former Deputies in the Cambodian National Ass-
embly." (NYT 3/14/68)

This Cembodien rebellion first flered up in Battambeng
Province, about 150 miles northwest of the capital of
Phompenh during the first Indo-Chine war ageinst French rule
in the nineteen fiftied, But in the last two wonths kmow-
ledgeable manalysts have seen indications that the rebellion
has been spreading into the provinces of Kompong Speu, Kong
and Keampot, along Cembodia's western frontier and touching
the border of Thailand." (NYT 3/14/68) "Western observers
note that not only have the number of reported skirmishes
increased but also that the Government reports on the size
of the rebel bands now run up to fifty men in en ambush.”
(NYT 3/14/68)

India

India's image as & bulwark of democracy in Asia has
fast been fading as revolutionery movements among the
messes - the peasants, the national minorities, the work-
ers - have exposed the reactionary nature of the ruling
authorities; also exposed is their dependence for food,
not on the Indian people, but on the United States. These
revolutionary movements have increased in numbers, have
spread over wide areas and have gained strength through
organization and experience. And, most fundsmentally,
learning from the Chinese experience,they have found an
ideology that maps the road to victory over the old socie=
ty and leads to a people's society,

The Indisn revolutionaries have their own journal -

"Liberation®. Its first issue, in December 1967, statess

In India ean unprecedented revolutionary situation is fast
developing” and sees the process of revolutions "The first
task of the Indian revolutionaries is to propagate and
disseminate revolutionary theory. India's revolution must
put in praectice Chairmen Meo's theory on people's war.
Indie is a semi-feudal, semi-colonial country™ and the
only path of the people's democratic revolution is "to
build up revolutionary bases in the rural areas through
agrarian revolution under proleterian leadership and

“hsequently to emoircle the urban centers by expanding

these revolutionary bases; to organize people's liberat-
ion forces among the peasants' guerrilla forces and to
lead the revolution to viotory by ocapturing the cities.”
They also see that "revolution can be brought to its
successful culmination only through long=drawn and hard
struggles.”

And "Liberation™ goes on: ™®The brave peasants in
Naxalbari, armed with uao Tse-tung's thought, have raised
the banner of revolt against feudal oppression, against
the rule of the reactionary classes. Naxalbari marks the
beginning of & new era in India's history - the beginning
of the end of the old regime of exploitation by imperialspy
and its parasites.”

YNaxalbari™ has become the symbol. the rallying
slogan of revolutionary umovements in India. It comes from
a small peasant revolt in Naxalbari, an aree in Darjeeling
where in June 1967 "landless peasants were encouraged %o
seize farms; though later they were forced by the police
to give up the land 'Naxelbarit® has become a sort of
'Remember the Alemo' for Marxist Communists in Indie.”
(CSu 4/3/68). A play very popular among students in
Calcutta, called "Teer"which ueans "arrow™ draws its
inspiration from that peasent revolt in Nexalbari. The
play "shows the peasant uprising based on the teachings
of Mao Tse-tunges..'Chairmen uso's thoughts are arrows'.”
(NYT 4/7/68) The example of Naxalbari has spread widely
an ideology that shows the way out, the way to vanquish
oppressors, the road to genuine independence and & better
society.Indian revolutioneries gain frow the experience of
China. “Naxalbari" may well be "the single spark that will
start a prairie fire", The prairies cf Lndia are wiae,
providing aumple space for revolutionary beses, revolution-
ary manoeuvring and the build up of a people's force that,
with their already correct ideology, will defeat all counter-
revolution, domestic and foreign.

The main bese of revolution in India is the mass of
impoverished peasantry. They respresent the classic pict-
ure of semi-feudalism. 150,000,000 of India's 400,000,000
peasants are completely lendless; eight months of the year
they live in a state of starvation or near starvation, eat-
ing tree roots and leaves, Another 150,000,000 peasants
own such little plots of land that they cannot afford fert-




ilizer, irrigation or insecticide to increase production;
they often must eat the seeds needed for next year's plant-
ing thus becoming the victims of usurers froum whow they
must borrow for the purchase of seeds, Then the landlords
collect half the crop and the usurers' loans take most of
the rest; hundreds of millions of peasants starve. This
fertile ground of revolution produces peasant revolts
which go con despite the Indian Govermment's deals for
American wheat - wheat which largely enriches Indien spec-
ulators and officials profiteering from the needs of their
own people.

Inspired by the Naxalbari peoples' armed struggle and
seizure of lend, the peasants in .any places are developing
struggles against the exploiting landlords end are using
force to take the land. The Times of India revealed on
August 14th- 19€7 that Naxalbari wovewents are euerging in
a number of mountainous regions in the Darjeeling District.
On August 9th the Indian Stateswan said "A Nexalbari is
emerging” at Kurupaa in Srikekulew District. In Assam
souwe 5000 peasants recently staged e joint demonstretion
in Karmiganje.

“The Indian papers disclcced thet in Tripura, south
of Asseu State, the revolutionaries in the Indien Comuunist
Perty have gone all out to arouse the peasants to wage a
struggle to seize land in the past eight uwonths or so,
especially after the arued strugzle in the Nexalbari area.
They ere particularly active in the heavily forested hilly
areas. 'he Inciar Howe winister in a recent speech in Parl-
lawent adumitted that thre peasants' strvggle is developing
in some districts in the northern part of Bihar State.”
NCHA 12/16/67)

"Landless peassnt in some srees of Assam State and
the Union territory of Tripuras, east India, recently
leurched a struggle to seize lerd. The Indiarn press re=-
ported that in North Lskhimpur and Nowgong Districts of
Assen. State wilitant landless peasants, following the ex=
ample of the revolutionery peesents of Naxalbari in West
Eengal, have risn up to seize land from the landlords and
the reacticunary government. In some places the peasents
seized lard by force of armss The resctiorary Hindustaeni
Standard said 'These are not isolated cases and appear to

to be directed by some orpganized agency =~ that the revol-
utionaries who have led the Naxalbari peaseants' armed

s:;uggle might be supporting these struggles «"(NCNAl2/16/
; : y

"Revolutionary Indianpeasants in certein areas of
India are rising up vigorously in the current harvesting
season to take by force the land end the crops from the
landlords end distribute them to the people. They are
following the exauple of the revolutionary peasants in
the laxalberi area, sccording to & New Delhi report. In
Behraich District, Utter Pradesh,the revolutionary pessants
took back several thousand acres of land frow the landlords
and distributed them to the people. A nuwber of panic=
stricken lsndlords have run away. The local peasénts are
organizing themselves in preparation for & Nexalbari stru=~
ggles"(NCNA 12/23/67)

In Bihar Province in northwest Indie the peasants have
teken up arms to regain lend. The Hindustani Times (2/5/68)
reported that ®large tracts of lend in and around uend-
anpur forests have been forcibly taken back by several
thousand landless laborers™ and that "some of the Indien
Comnunist Party revolutionaries who have led the struggle
in Naxalbarl were cerrying on orgenizetional and mobiliz-
ational work there, coming there to plan and guicde =m
Nexalbari type of struggle in the entire border region,”
Among the 50 million people in the state of Bihar at
least 40 million, mostly peasants, have not had enough
food. The armed struggle for land of the north Bihar
peasante shows that the messes of the rural population
are rising to fight against the reactionary regime. The

brutal suppression by the government cen never put them

down but will only meke them take the revolutionary
path with more resolution.

Hindustani Times revealed that revolutionary peasants
in Srikekulam Distriet in Andre State and the adjoining
area of Orissa and uischya Pradesh have unfolded Naxalbari
type of struggle; that in these sreas an alarming increase
in the clandestine manufacture of crude muzzle guns is

causing concern to local officialse In Katihar in Bihar
State the revolutionary peasants have waged many struggles




earlier this year to reap the harvests for their own con-
sumption. Hundreds of peasants hervested the spring crops
over thousends of acres shouting "Harvests to the tillers™.
(NCNA 3/9/68)

Indien national minority groups are also a part of the
revolutionary forces struggling against the reactionary
rulers of India. "The whole eastern border of Assam, Mani=-
pur, Nagaeland and the Mizo Hills is now a hoi-bed of
unrest«"™ (London Times 3/24/68). The three major rebelling
netional minorities ere the Nagas, the llizos, the Kukis.
"uany governmwent officials in New Delhi feel that the
country's real danger comes from thelr eastern frontier
in Assam, which borders on Burma. Indie is already engaged
in a draining guerrille war in the remote wmizo Hills with
tribes who insist on their independence. Further to the
north 1s the newly creeted State of Negaland, where the
tribes earlier fought the Indian army for over a decede in
a war of independence." (CSM 4/3/68). "The State of Naga-
land was proclaimed the 16th state in the Indien Union
five years ago" but still as a part of Indie; "Now the
underground Nagalend leaders who, proclaining themselves
representatives of the Federal Government of Nagalaend, are
demending an independent Nagalend. The Indien authorities
refuse further negotiations with these underground leaders
until they acknowledge that their state belongs to Indiee.
Ten years of fighting between the Indian army end the Negsa
rebels, starting in 1954, failed %o elicit such an acknow-
ledgement " (NYT 4/28/68)

"Now the Indien authorities are stepping up their
pressures against the Negaland underground to abandon their
demand for an independent state™ which"covers 6000 square
miles and has a population of 400,000."(NYT 4/28/67)

"Increased government pressure has beenbacked by send-
ing fresh detachuments of armed police to Nagaland to patrol
the villages end to prevent the hostiles, the militent
members of the Naga movement, from collecting taxes." (NYT 4/
28/68) O0Official Indian sources say that more than 200 Nega
insurgents were killed on the Indie-Burms border by Indian
security forces in the last week..The skirmishes on the
border are regarded as the most serious indidents in the
renewed conflict in Nagaland."(NYT 5/28/68)
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"On April 3rd and say lst armed Naga forces attacked
Indian government patrol units in Uknrul and Sadder hilly
area. Last week the Indien authorities disclosed that
they had arrested 14 groups of sabateurs in the State of
Assam who had received their training froa the Nagaso"
(NYT 4/4/68)

"The Mizo tribesmen begen their armed uprising on
February 28th 1966 to oppose national oppression.”(NCNA
11/23/67). “In Merch and April, according to a Heuter
report, the iizo forces killed and wounded more than 40
Indian officers end men. In an engegement on serch 20th
the armed uizo forces killed 20 Indien troops and wounded
7 others in a jungle ares near the capital of wanipur,”
(NCNA 5/13/68)

The armed forces of the Nagas, sizos and other netion-
al minorities are united in their struggle for independence.
The newspaper Hindustani Stendard (5/3/68) revealed that
contacts between the armed forces of the Neagas, sizos and
Kukis had been officially confirmed in New Delhi. Mizo and
Kuki armed forces had uade joint raids on Indian troops in
wanipur. The newspaper Indian Express reported on say 8th
that Naga, Mizo end Kuki forces had moved to the Mizo Hills
to help the local people in their struggle. "The Nagas and
the Mizos have united with the armed forces of the other
tribes for guerrille actions over a large area. According
to the Hindusteni Standard, they are now equipped with
automatic weapons and morters snd are seeking battle on
their own initiative, pressing down on Union territory of
uenipur from Assam State, striking at troops amd polioce;
they have grown strong inbattle. The Kukis, Zeliengs sud
menipur tribes in northeast Ipdis have also taken part in
the aruwed struggle of the MNegas end iizos...The Nagas and
the uMizos are reported to be carrying on intensive work in
arousing and orgenizing the uasses."(NCNA 8/22/67)

Then there are the workers in the cities - expressing
themselves through strikes against conditions of work,
sgainst shortage of food, arainst rising taxes, and on
political issues. In November 1967 a general strike stilled
the normal life of Calcutta. The people armed with bricks
end firecrackers fought battles with the police from hehind
street barricedes; the demonstretors burned busses and
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end buildings end attacked police stations. The actions

of the police, unusually brutal, not only indicate the
authorities rising fears of the workers, but serve to bring
increasing unity into the people's ranks. The strike
spread throughout the whole province of West Bengal; and
even in upstate areas,which usually don't.¥espond to general
strikes, support was widepsread. ™1n a nation subject to
separetist tendencies, where the identity of the people is
first with their province and then with their country, the
intensification of such tendencies.is highly significant,®
observed the National Guardian's Indian correspondent, Bteh

Roy.(12/2/67)

"At Siguri town which is situated in the peasents’
armed struggle areas, the workers went on strike to milit-
arily oppose government atrocities against the peasants.
The revolutionary peoples of West Bengal have realized
that all reactionary ruling clesses always holé a tight
grip over mejor cities; therefor the revolutionaries are
sending their major forces into the rural areas %o mobilize

the peasants and strive to build up revolutionary beses."”
(NCNA 12/2/67)

In may 1967 there were armed uprisings of the workers
et the kemgenga Dem Project in Utter Pradesh, and the gov-
ermuent there called out troops snd police to suppress them.
On July 1lth striking workers in the Dhenbad District in
Bihar Province were fired upon by the police.

The advanced character of the upsurge of revolutionary
peasants, national minorities and workers is already re-
flected in the Comnunists' success in one of India' wain
income-producing states, Kerala., "Since Indis achieved in-

tvendence Kerala has been ina state of political turmoil...
The Communis*ts won their first election in the state in
1957. When this Comuunist rule caused a civil disobedience
moveument that threatened to blow up into c¢ivil war, New
Delhi stepped in and took over the state in what the Indian
constitution calls 'President's rule' (which provides for
dissolving a state goverrment end celling for rew elections).
In 1967 the victors in the election were a united front
governument, doninated by the pro-Peking Communistsee... The
secrelery of the Kerala iWarxist Party haé announced that he
is going to turn Kerala intc znother Yenan, the Chinese
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province where wmeo Tse-tung trained his followers for the
day when they would take over China. (CSil 5/4/68) 4As a
part of that "teke over process" a "land rush is going on
ir the south Indis state of Kerala...The w8rxists and
their allies have woved in not only on privately-held land
but also on governuent forest preserves and areas set
aside for daus end other projects. All over Kerale little
huts with fest growing banana plantat@ons mre sppesring in
the suburbs of towns, along highways end canals - anywhere
the squatter can find space. This 'mgrarisn revoluticn!
closely follows the thoughts of .so Tse~tung." (CSws/3/68)

The Congress Party goverruent of India is less and
less able to fool the people with “parliamentary democracy™
or "Gandhiism"™ = the peoplé are lesring through their own
experience how wrthless is that path. They are in the
process of casting aside any spell of "peaceful transiticn
to socielism (elso less stressed by the Indien authorities)
end are steadily implementing their new revolutionary
ideolcgye.

Laos

Leos, originally a part of French Indo=China, now an
"independent™ state, is subject not only to internal
political division but also has a “governuent" that serves

as a pawn for United States counter-revolutionary plans.
The Geneva Accord recognized the existence of e Couwmunist
bloc, along with the neutralist and conservative bleces,

and set up a "coalition governuent". This arrangement laid
the foundation for subsequent intrusicn of Amerjcan support
and use of both the conservative bloc and the neutralist
tloc. Now, as Newsweek points out, "Loas and Thailand have
insurgencies of their own.'"(4/22/68)

"Heavy fighting was reported today between government
troops and the pro-Comrunist forces. A Koyal Laotiasn officer,
Captein Civilas, said the enemy still controlled rosds laeed-
ing to Thakhek, a key tows on the mekong river, across the
river from the big United States sirforce base in Nakon
Province. Thakhek was the target of a three-pronged drive
by enemy forces that drove within three miles of the town
earlier this week." (WYT 5/17/68) "Pathet Lao guerrillas
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this week continued to surround the soutlern Lao%ian
capitals of Saravena and Attopeu and the district fown of
Leo Hgem, shelling them with up to 100 morter rounds
deily, sccording to the New York Times of uerch 4th."
(Guardien 4/?0/68) “Ihe increesing pace of the fighting
is underscored by the nuuber of govermuent casusliies
since Jenuary. The official count is three thousend dead,
the highest figure for a siumilar period in this confusing,
sporadic war. At the saue tiue the civilians have with-
drawn ss fields and roads have turned incressingly lusec=
ure near this quiet somnolent capital of Vientiane."(MYT
4/14/68) "pathet Lao guorrillas put out of action more
than 11000 Leotian governuent troops in the lirst five
wonths of this dry season, from Novewber 1967 to warch 1968
accordirz to Pathet Lmo radio. During the period
guerrillas engaged the eneny in nearly 600 actions, shot
dowrn. or destroyed 9€ enemy aircreft, sank 24 motor hoats,
blew up several bridges, captured or destroyed 35 wilitery
vehicles and captured woie than 3000 weapons. In addition
thev recovered territory end liberatec about 10000 peopled”
(Guardian 5/11/68)

"pythet Lao guerrillas put more than 14C Leotian gov-
errment troops out of ection in a series of batiles in
Kieng Khou province, northern Laos, the first week of April.
And in southern Laos guerrillas wiped out more then 6CC
eneny troops during the month of lerche 1n one acticn
guerrillas repeatedly shelled s United States eir base Jn
Attopeau province, scording to the Chinese presse™(Suardier

4/27/68)

MThe war in the north is only orc of those currently
raging in Lacs. The other equally ferocious struggle is in
the southern part cf the country. It woved irnto high gear
toward the end of Februery...'Trey, the Puthet Leo, can take
any towns anytime they want' admitted one senior Laotian
comuander in the south." (Newsweek 4/22/68)

"In the past, the end of the rainy season has weant
the end of the annual offensive staged by the Pathet Lao,
the indigenous Communist insurgents. The Chief of Staff of
the koyal Laotian Army in an interview said, 'The arrival
of the rainy season meant nothing this year. The Communists
are not going to stop this year. They have better equip-
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ment, more troops, and hetter supplies,. Since last fall
the insurgents have conducted th'e most intensive and
punishing military ceumpaign of recent years. They have
overrun govermnment outposts at will, killed upwards of
3000 governuent soldiers in bitter fighting in the north,
southern and central sections of the country'. Observers
estimate that the enemy exsrcises some control over 75% of
the land, though three fourths of the population live in
areas still held by the govermuwent. It is estimated that
13 insurgent lbattlions , about 6500 men, remain poised
around the strategic caplitals of Seravana and Attopeu.

The commander of the southern region, General Fhasouk Somly,
akknowledged in an interview in a Leaotian paper, may 7th,
that the enemy could teke the towns with little effort.”
(VYT 5/12/68)

Thailend is the one (Southeast Asian country that hag
maintained its independence through the years, never
having been a colonial arem. But today the ruling regime
has 1ined up with the counter-revolutionary West, being a
member cf SEATO and providing the United States with bases
in the war against the Vietnamese (and other peoples).

On numerous occasions the Thai leaders have urged stepped
up bombing of Vietnam, “have opposed any suspension of the
bombing of north Vietnem® but et the same time "The Thais
face a persistent threat by a slowly growing band of in-
surgents variously estimeted at from 1300 to 2450 men in
the impoverished northeast«™(NYT 2/20/67)

®The struggle for Thailand, far from waiting the out~
come of the Vietnam war, is already under way...The Commun-
ist offensive is & serious one, And the time is long past
when assassinations and aubushes and gunfights in the pre
vinces remote from Bangkok's rule could be dismissed as the

work of 'bandits' or 'trigger-happy delinguents'."™(CSM 4/26/
68)

In December 1966 the New York Times was reporting "Pre-
occupied with 'Communist suppression' most top Thai officials
in the troubled northeast have given low priority to civic=

actlon programs...The problem of security has taken pre=
cedence, Guerrillas of the two year old Thailand Patrict-
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i¢c Front have been particularly active in this key province
of Nakon Phanom; four of the province's nine districts are
regerded as 'sensitive's. The province embraces part of the
guerrillas' Phuban liountein refugee...The Front has focused
on building & following in the poorer end more remote vill-
ages of Sakon-Nekon and five other mortheastern provinces;
its chief technique has been meetings; a guerrilla band
cordons off a village and makes & soft-sell appeﬁl for
support. Speakers promise villagers an end to police
abuse, official corruption, poverty and 'the American teke=
cver' of Thailand. According to Thai sources Sajonnekhon
Province, with a population of 426,000 and 600 scattered
villeges, in a virtuelly roadless and telephone -less area
of rice paddies and forest, the size of Long Isleand, is
still short of adequate security. There are said to be 300
full-time armed guerrillas in the province, on the northern
edge of the main guerrille refuge in the Phuban lMountainse
Last July three of the province's eight districts were rated
as 'sensitive' - the southern districts bordering on the
mountainss Now, the Thai sources said, the Communists,
without increasing their nuwbers, are operating in parts of
all eight districts."(NYT12/25/66)

By the end of 1967 the Washington Post was reporting
sbout Communist pressures rising in parts of the Southeast
Asian Kingdom(of Thailand..ed), with the draeb villeges of
the northeast considered the ripest rebel region”™ and that
"to a lesser extent similer problems nag the mountainous
northwest, an area of remote ethnic tribes, and the southern
provinces where local Comumunist guerrillas left over from
the Malayan insurrection cooperate with the Lioslem separat-
ists." (12/7/67)

My wsiarch 1967 the New York Times was reporting "For
the first time in more than a year guerrilla bands have
sought rather than avoided conflict with the Thel security
patrols. lMoreover, guerrilla bands heve been seen in new
areas close to the Cgmbodian border. Communist bands have
left their strongholds in the northeasterm provinces, Sak-
onnakhon and Nekon and sought head=-on combat with the Thai
security units in Ubon Province.”(3/12/67)

By 1968 the Christian Science Monitor was noting the
widening spread of revolutionery extion in Thailand: ™in
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the country's southern panhandle™, in "the poor and
neglected provinces of the northeest”, and in "the remote
mountainous country of northern Thailend. Trouble start-
ed in November. Initially most of the trouble was in Nan
Province. But now the imsjor ection appears to be in the
eastern part of Chieng Rel Province along the mountainous
border with Laos." (4/10/€8)

The National Observer too tells of the spread of rev-
olutionary action and some of the causes which lead to
revolts "™Communist=led guerrillas have opened a third
Tront in the simmering and stubborn insurgency in Theiland.
It might be the most serious threat yet to the :strongly
pro=Americen Bangkok Govermuments...Comaunist insurgency in
Theilend isn't new. Chinese guerrillas chased out of
lialay & decade ago have operated in the wild hot jungles
of the Thai-Malay border. uillions of dollars, most of it
supplied by the United States, have been poured into tle
northeast of Thailend over the past five years %o combet
guerrillas there. But the trouble in the north, along the
Burme border end not far from China, is indeed quite news
Since last fall hardened Communists have been working in
the barren hills of northern Theiland whose residents still
speak the dialect of their arcestors and who have never
cared much for the rest of their countrymen. These north-
erners have virtually been outcasts in their adopted lande..
Only about a third of the 140 tribal villeges in Nan Pmov=~
ince, where the trouble is centered, have schools, and even
here the best a child can hope to leern is & few Thal phras-
es and rudimentary arithueticeeees”

The Netional Observer goes on to deteil some of the
grievances of the people. In one case the faruwers were
not paid for their produce; but still the officials sert
soldiers to collect the brites from the farmers; they
refused and the scldiers, engered at heving to return eupty
handed fired over the heasds of the villagers who in turn
ambushed the soldiers. Then when the villagers went in to
the provincisl town they were embushed by the police and
some were killedo ®How the army reacted was typical -
the capital, Bengkok, moved Royel Army troops to Nenj air
force planes swooped low over hill villages suspected of
harboring guerrillas, strafing huts and lobbying cannisters
of napalm onto the thatched roofs.....nearly 20,000 Nen
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tribesmen were turned into refugees+™ Even tribesmen
loyal to the government hed grievances: for instance, -
urged to register their guns at the provincial town they
did so, having to walkx 15 miles 8cross the backland trails
to police headgquarters where the police promptly confiscat-
ed their guns. Ahen guerrillas kill border patrol uen

the villagers are msde to suffer - the goverrnuent reteliat-
ing by bowbing and buring the villages. Comuented the Nat-
ional Observer, "Thereby ecconplishing more for the terror-
ist cause then the terrorists cocula have achieved by them-
selves. This tragedy has been repeated dozens of times in
the last five months...lore often than not the government
has wet the challenge with a heavy-hended convential resp-
onse that has caused more protlems than it Las sclved™,
(4/15/68)  Newsweek reperts how the governuent reects to
the reactions of the aggrieved tribes peoples: “Banglkok
scted with brute force. Entire mountein villages were
evacuated and then destroyed in napali strikes designed to
overawe the tribesuen watching from the next ridgeline.
This tactic simply pleys into the hands of the Cominunists
who tell the tribesien, tNow see who your friends are',"

(4/22/68)

"Guerrilla operations have now spread over 2,500 sguak
miles in the north."(National Observer 4/15/68). The
revolutionaries themselves “sssert they are waging 'revol-
utionary arwed struggle' in 29 of Thailands 71 provinces."
(csh 3/24/68)

Vietnamn

Vietnam is the six of these netions in Southeast Asia
with revolutionary people. The northern part of Vietnam
is already an established socinlist-oriented state. The
revolution in the southern part of the country has rescha

8 new stage of military, administrative and political mat-
urity.

Wilitarily, the Tet offensive of January 1968 marked
an edvenced stmge. The Christian Science lionitor writes:
of"three waves of activity; the first was the Tet in
January with drauativ military battles in cities and towns;
the second began in April, with pin-pointed artillery and
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mortar end rocket attacks sginst key installations and
urban centers; +the third, in uay, with small ground
attacks, sowe mortar and artillery attacks on urben cent-
ers."(5/7/68) "Wietrauese sources see a growing actual-
ity=- that the Comuwunists have broken down their larger
units into roving bends of three to six ien capeble of
carrying on sniping, harrassing and, if equipped, high-
impact mortaring on selected targets at will, for lcng
duration; the sniper teams have been rather successful

in picking off Vietnem police officers and military
officers riding around in their Jjeepso™ (CS 5/4/39)
"American intelligence specielists have concluded that the
assaults on the cities and towns were mounted frow bases
within South Vietnau. Preparations for the offencive inv-
olved massing as .ieny as 60,000 trsops end stocking hund-
reds of tons of ammunitiono™ (NYT 3/30/c8)

The wilitary prowess of tne revolutionaries in the
southern pert of the country reveals & high degree of
administr;tivesoohistication. "Since the surprise Tet
offensive American comuanders and officisls have been both
appalled and mystilied dy the Cowmtnist supply system:
'The Comsanists have performed the outstanding logistical
feat of 8ll time', one inforued source explaineds it's

the most amazing thing I've soen. 1% will be f8501nat}ng

to dig into this after the wer - how tie Coawunists mafn-

tainzd their gierrilla end main force onits dispersed in
g &l

enemy territorve. It would make a {abulcas book', ror
controllin; the war in the southern one fh?rd of the
country, tle logistical cowwend structure is controllid
2ir=ctly Dy COSVYE {Central Office, South Vlgtn&u). 1¥?§
supreme headguarters has sn 'economic and insnce' seciion
which controls the whole net-woerk of supply, transport, tax-
etion of the people, and prodaction in areas that ars
Somunist domineted.™(CSL 4/20/58)

The supreme Viet Cong comuand Las taken d1r§ct c?argé

i itis ctivities and wilitary operations in the
of the politizal ac SR
carital ¢f 3sizon snd surrounding provinces. % Uni ed
States docunentary anelysis released by the Awmerican wission
in n8rch notes that 'the totsl seorganizetion around Saigon
in late 1967 is revealing of the Viet Cong's capabl}lty to
change to weet the current situation - for hare we have not
" =]
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8 single series of uergers but a completely new design that
abrogates el1 historicael precedent'. The deteils of the
recert intelligence report indicestes thet in Nevewber of
last year 'all nilitery and politicel forces around Saigon
were ordered to be integrated in%c one big zone under the
direct command cf COSVL'."™ (CSi 4/26/66)

Not only are the revclutionaries in this southern part
of Vietnam unbeeten but they alrcedy have well=-establ ished
political foundations. The Viet Cong's National Liberation
Front is & political organization with a well=rounde Polit-
icel Program of 14 points issued in August 1967 and based on
years of experience of rule in wide arcas of the countrys,
Though not having formel diplomatic representation, the
Front has its missions in various countries ebroad.

The latest political develcpment in the southern part
of the country is the cpenly ennounced Alliance of National,
Dexocretic and Peace Forces - "A South Vietneumese anti-gov-
ernment group, meeting near Saigon April 20th and which
elected a leadership and adopted an action prograr«® [NYT
4/28/68) This is "a new anti=-govermuent political front
that appeals to writers, intellectuals and business uen, and
has apparently joined the Viet Cong in fighting allied troops
around Saigzon; 1its aims are to unite all patriotic forces,
to resolutely fizht ezsinst foreign aggression, to coumplete-
ly overthrow the Thieu=Ky puppet regime and set up a national
union (coalition) governument to win independence, democracy
and peace.™ (NYT 5/9/68)

Even in early .uerch the Christian Science ionitor haed
written of the "reported set-up of an Underground Govermment in
in South Vietnam; its future popular base will probably be the
Kesistance Comuittee set up during the Tet offensive by the
Viet Cong including members from religious groups and polit=-
ical tendencies.” (CSM 3/8/68) Then in .ey came the
"Announcement of ten national-level comuittee members of a
new peace group cowsidered as a significant step toward an
all=-out Communist drive to topple the government of Presid-
ent Thieu. Relieble Vietnamese sources believe the
announcement of the peace group's leadership marks a cruc=
iel turning-point for the United States backed anti-Comi=

20

units govermu.ert here. It represents an acceleration in
the erosion of the political strength of the govermient=
controlled areas. This is the first known migreticn of sas
meany as ten persons of what amounts to the upper=-crust,
snob-set Vietnamese to the pro-Communist side since 1960
when the Nationel Liberation Front was established™(CSi
5/8/68)

®Tho Alliance declares itself for joint action with the
Front for the purpose of striving together to regzain nat-
ivnal independsnce, restore peace, and build up the country .
and bring about a free and happy 1ife for the entire pe?ple.
(cSu 5/7/68) ™United States officials have becoue convinced
thet the Alliance is now playing a militery role against the
allies around Seigon." (NYT 5/9/68)

Even were this operlv ammounced Alliance, with its
Seigon leadsrs identified, to turn cit to be larygely a
manoceuvre by the United States(to ease a change in its
support of *he gensrals?) it indjcates a further maturing
of opposition to the puppet regi.e in the southern part of
the country.

That the revolution in the southern part of the country
has reached a vew stege is obvious. '"The politicsel iupact
of this third Cormnist attack 1s to further demcralize the
Saizonese, to shift con®idence in the militaery end political
effectiveness of the Thieu=-Kyv govermment and to build up
the prestige of the pro-Comuunist Allience of National,
Democratic and Peace Forces." (CSM 5/7/68)

The New York Times, editorislly, sees the political
impact; ""The new Communist atteck should not succeed in
upsetting the military balance™ (shades of Westmoreland! ,,,
ed) "but the current asseults could have a seriously up-
setting effect on the allied political position which will
be of at least equal political importance in the forth-
coming negotiations. The siege of Saigon in particular
aimed at weakening the Thieu-Ky Govermuent end bolstering
the new anti-Government Alliance.* (NT 5/8/68)
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About "North"™ and "South" Vietnam

In writing about Vietnam I have deliberestely written
"the northermn part of “he country" and *"the southern part
of the country"- for Vietnam is one country, one people.

The New York Times writess "One of the fantasies that
have undermined the United States policy in Vietnem has
been the persisting official illusion that Vietnam is two
countries, inhabited by separate peoples...Yet the United
States negotistors in Paris have endorsed the 'essential
elenents' of the 1954 Geneve Accords which specifically
rule out a politicel division of the country; and they
have sl lowed for the possitility of reunification by comm-
on consent of the two regines. Furthermore, the preanble
of the Comstitution of the kepublic of (South) Vietnan,
which General Westmoreland's troops have defended with
their lives, deplores the 'partition of the national terr-
itory' and calls for 'uniting the nation'. South Viet
new's Vice President, Nguyen Ceo Ky, a Northerner hiwmself
t d cheering civil=defense cadres only last week, 'The
entire world admires and reveres Ho Chi. ulinh and Ho Nguye
Giape Who are they, if not Vietranese like you end me?!
The refusal of the American officials to recognize the
potent reality of Vietnauese nationalism can be an obstacle
to peace just as it has been a barrier to realization of
the dream of a victorious war,.”(Editorial NYT 5/31/60

The Christian Science lLionitor writess "In Vietnam,
during World War II an irdependent movement was preparing
for a revolutionery seizure of power. The Vietminh, a
broad national front founded in 1941 under the leadership
of Ho Cri winh, gained the adherence of the overwhelming
uwajority of the people to its prcgrem of indepe ndence and
peoples' power for Vietnam. The Vietminh crganized milit-
ery units which fought the Japanese and wholly libereted a
number of provinces. From lksrch to .id-August 1545, the
Vietminh were engagel in intensive pre-inswrectiovnary act-
ivit¥esssWhile the rulers of tre "nited Stutes and Britain
thought they had settled the Indo=-China gquestion, the
peoples of these countries rebelled, overthrew the Japan-
ese puppet governments and swept out the rsactionary
repressive administrators. The process was most thorough
in Vietnam, where the revolution begem in mid-August.
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Revolutionary power was established in northern Vietnaa

2y Augus* 20th, In Saigon by Aupgust 25th, and' throughout

the couantry before the end of the monthe. Vietnam was the

first colonial country teo establish a popular revelution-
= = rent W oo T = -

ary govermuent.” (CSu 4/23/68) (emphasis addedsas.ed)

Is United States Counter-=Revolution To Continie?

weanwhiles, what about the policy and posture of the
United States? The policy on the use of ccunter-revol-
utionary force in Asia, outlined in the July 1949 direct-
ive of Secretary Acheson, remsins a guide=line, Pleans
call for an increase, not s diminution, in the use of
wilitary force apzainst Asian nationalisn.

YAll Americans are not going home when the Vietnan
war ends. In fact, the United States role in Southeast
Asia will then be 'just bgeinning' says Edwin i Cronk,
Anerican Charge d'Affaires in Australiae. 'It will not
nean the end of our interest or responsibility in Southeast
Asia; our job will not be over; in a sense it will just bve
beginning. There will still be hostile forces present in
the area, ready to take advantege of any situation of wemk-
ness that may develop -ready to destroy all that we and
others’ have tried to support and develop at such great
cost', The American official noted that the chief factors
ensuring stability in the Western Pacific and Southeast
Asia were two net=works of uwilitary alliances.™(CSH 5/8/68)

The American military build up in Laos and Thailand
indicates m cessation of Americen counter=-revolutionary
actione

"The nuber of Americeans in Laos is unclear. Offici=-
ally there are 1750 civilian and military, but the figure
appears to be low. An Americen flying into Vientiane from
Saigon sees dozens of Aumerican cargo and transport planes
on the airstrips at Pakse and Savannakhet. Cratss of Amer=
ican emmunition are sprawled across the jade-colored fields,
American trucks and jeeps ebound and signs in English are
everywhere.™ (NYT 4/14/68)
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¥Four wiles north of this dusty, tumble-down capital
of Laos, Vientiane, there is an almost perfect replice of a
Long Island suburb. The neat regular streets are lined
with ranch-style look=-elikes separated by fences. The
drive-ways are filled with big American cars end the lawns
are littered with over-turned bicycles. It could pass for
Levittown except for the brown-skinned Laotisan zirls push-
ing baby carriages filled with blond, blue=-eyed children
The development is the home for 1752 Americans officially
listed by the Embassy as resident in Laose...There an an
American comsunity association with a clubhouse that incl-
udes a swimuing pool, restaurant, bar and air- conditioned
wovie theater. As the Americen involvewent in Laos has
grown, g nuuber of one=story extmsions have been built off
the American Embassy in several directions. Lend has been
appropriated and plans drawn for a new Embassy. There are
also about 240 unofficial or technically private residents
most of whom are pilots or other personnel employed by Air
America; this is a private airline, under contract to the
United States govermment, that carries out supply and para-
wilitary missions for Leotian forces. Continental Airlines
which serves uwuch the same purpose has 53 persons resident
in Leos. The Embassy list does not however include the
Auericans who live in Thailend and come across the border,
the ilekong river, each day to assist in advising Leaotians
on military matters, The United States has 72 military
attaches assigned to the missiono"(NYT 5/17/38)

And Thailand: "American commercial investiient in Thai-
lend began, for all practical purposes, in 1956when execut=
ives of ten American-owned businesses in the country formed
the American Chamber of Comrerce., There are 101 members of
the Chanber, representing 75 companies."(CSi 1/17/66)

"The United States has now invested close to one bill-
on dollers in Thailand the biggest and most embattled count-
ry in Southeast Asia...We now have five major US Airforce
bases and a sixth that is helf-built...We have installed
one o the most elaborate somuunications net-works in the
world, which links the new port of Sattahip, a hunded miles
outh of Bengkok, the airbsses, Saigon, Bangkok, wenila and
he United Stafes in a $150,000,000 system. We have coumplet-
ed the wost extensive hizhway network ever built in Asia,
ziving Bangkolk in the south easy access to the Communist-

oF ™
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threatened northeast provinces, All bridges on this
strategic highway are being strengthened with reinforced
concrete to teke loads up to fifty %tons (enough to handle
US tanks). A%t a secrst location in the central portion
of Thailand the United States, with Theiland's knowledge,
has stockpiled enough military equipment to arm a full
United States brigade for immediate action."(Columnists
Evens & Novak 10/20/67)

"According to official figurss there are 43,000
Anerican wilitary men in Thailand. Some American Special
Forces ere training Thail specisl forces...Within the
country are stockpiles of equipnent and weapons to supply
a considerably larger nuwber of Auerican fighting men."
(csit 4/26/68)

Indeed the Americans are there in Southeast Asia in
increasing nuwribers but their very presence helps to create
the forces that will defeat theini. Whet the Americans did
in China, in Korea amd now in Southeast Asim makes more
clear, aore sharply felt to more people the nature of the
United States as an imperialist power., "Imperialism™ is
not a book word to Asians; for generations they have
experienced on their own bodies and in their daily life
the wounds, the deprivations, the indignities of oolon-~
ialism; to those years and experience of bitterness
inflicted by foreign invaders the United States has, since
1949 added the horrors of modern firepower, napalu,
indiscriminate killing of men, womnen, children and live-
stock in the devastation of crops, of urban and rural aress,
and the intrusion into Asian society not the fine and lasting
ing quelities of our Awerican culture., but the worst and
most degrading aspects of our cul tures

"Largely as the result of the presence of 46,000
American military personnel, the.capital, Bangkok, has
been transformed from a graceful, languorous city of
enorrnous charm into a sprawling asphalt-covered Los
Angeles., On the outskirts of the airbases grotesque
honky=-tonk towns heve grown...In Theiland the war and
the American troops that are here to help fight it
have a profound effect on the courtry's culture.#NYT4/16/
68) "The Thai Government has epproved of plans to uproot
places of entertainment around Americen militery beses;
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the places to be removed include brothels, massage parlors,
and night clubs; the existence of hundreds of entertainnsnt
places near air and naval bases caused & decline in public

woralitye” (Reuters NYT 4/18/68)

"A South Vistnamese Cebined lijnister has termed the
émerican impact on Vietnamese culture, religion and polit-
ivs as 'devastating' and *disintegrating'. Information
Minister Tor That Thien said, 'Since 1954 u new elemsnt hss
cowe into pley: the intrusion of Awerice wiose culturs is
still further removed (than the French) from tne Tietnaumese
and still more devastutingin its disintegrating effects on
Vietnawese society'; that the ordinary Vistnanese would con-
inte 'to be horrified and exlittered at the wey the Aweric-
ans are [ighting their war. Our pessants will remenber
their cratsred rice fields and defoliated forests, devasied
by en alien air force that seenis at war with the very land
of Vietname. Villagers will remember their hamlets uprooted
frow the eerth, all to no ourpose. And our city dwellers
and our intellectuals will mark how saving Vietnam, & helf
a million Americen soldiers are suffocating it with their
fantastic wealth, their 2e&dgetry their promiscuous viril-
ity and their destructive innocensel;

"Mr Thien's views appeared o reflect the opinions
of a growing number of Vietnamese intellectusls, teach-
ers, students end govermment officials<” (NYT 6/11/58)

This "cultural™ impact of United Statss presence
in Southeast Asia gives the Asian peoples one mors
potive for resistance ~for the defense and preservat-
ion-of their own rich cultursee
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Coming Eventss Liberation For The Peoples

Keactionaries will not give liberatione. Their
"Gandhiisw", their “parlismentary procedures™, their
"comlition govermasents™, their “reforms™ - none of these
lead to fresedom for the people. When the people reject
these phoney avenues the reactionaries intensify their use
of brutal armed force sgzainst the people.

For these peoples of Southeast Asia ugo Tse-tung's
conclusion that "political power grows out of the barrel
of & gun" is already proven in every revolutinnary
strugsle throughout the world.

These revolutionary developments in the six Southeast
Asian countries indicate the futility of the United States'
efforts to suppress national liberation movements and the
correctness of ilao Tse-tung's “A nation, bilg or small, cen
defeat an enemy so long as it fully arouses the people,
firmly relies on them and wages a people's war.

From protests, demonstrations, demands, organization,
alliances and ideological understanding of their struggle
and its role in the nation, to armed defense (including
getting arms frow the enenv), to arwed attack, to eventual
lining up with the urban revolutionery forces = this is
the process that is characterizing these peasant-based
national liberation moveuents.

The establishment of rural bases, increasingly en-
circling the cities where the "authorities” hole up,
afraid of the people and depending on troops (who them=-
selves largely belong with the people) - this is the
process now going on in Southeast Asia., For people
igmbued with revolutionary ideology the final defeat -
wilitary end political = of the counter=-revolutionaries
is assuredo

The maturity and success of the national liberation
strugsle of the Vietnamese people plus the already fully
successful Chinese people's struggle are beacon lights
for mll these neighboring Asian liberation movemenise
In the Chinese and Vietnamese experience there is a

27




proven pattern of revolutionary procedure. The fact the
Chinese could defeat and the Vietnemese hold at bay the
militarily mighty United States and at the same time
build & political foundation for their new societies gives
these revolutionary peoples of Southeast Asia a basis of

. Anerican Soldiers and American Business usen
sureness about the outcome of their liberation strugglesse

It is the United States that has "agents"
Hundreds of thousands of them
Planted in Southeast Asia
WHY?

The revolutioneries of Southeast Asia will continue The cartoon tells the story

with increasing strength, improved organization, sharpen-
ing ideological understanding and growing political matur-
ity until the dey when they - like the Chinese and the
Vietnamese -~ defeat the policies and posture of the arch

counter-revolutionary, the United States,

The American People?

Surely it should not be lost on Americens who oppose
the war in Vietnam end Americans who struggle against the
poverty and degradetion here at home that we have a commnon
enemy. This enemy is those who now control end implement
the reactionary policies of the United States,.

And, it should be serionsly realized that in the
strugzle apainst e criminal war and in the struggle agel nst
poverty and desradation here at home thet we have world-
wide allies ~ those rsvolutionaries who are standing up to,
resisting und defeating the United States neocolonial and
counter~revolutionary policies,

These Asian allies denmonstrate thet the cowmon enewy
must be faced und can “e dafzated. This is & comnon
strugsle against a comuwon and vulnerable enemy.

"THE SURVIVAL OF THE FREE WoRLD DEPENDS ON
DEFENDING OUR Lo WAGE ASIAN ALLIES!”

Creap Lebor
BUT
The Southeast Asian Peoples
Ars Seying "NOT{

28




